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Purpose
Lower Plenty Primary School is committed to providing a comprehensive, inclusive, and rigorous learning environment that embraces the Montessori philosophy and the Victorian Curriculum framework. Our goal is to empower every student to reach their full potential as passionate learners, independent thinkers, and active members of the community. We strive to create motivated, creative, and self-directed learners who demonstrate strong social values and resilience.
Objective
Lower Plenty Primary School provides a comprehensive curriculum with a strong focus on literacy and numeracy, aligned with the Victorian Curriculum 2.0 and underpinned by Montessori principles. In addition to the core classroom programs offered in literacy and numeracy, an integrated curriculum approach addresses key learning areas including Science, Humanities, Technologies, Civics and Citizenship, and Health. These curriculum areas are interwoven with literacy and numeracy to ensure sufficient coverage and depth of content. Specialist instruction is offered in Physical Education, Italian Language, and both Visual and Performing Arts. The school places a strong emphasis on student wellbeing, with personal and social learning embedded throughout the curriculum and supported by a range of outdoor education experiences, excursions, and community engagement projects. As part of the school’s holistic approach, students are encouraged to participate in district sports and a variety of extra-curricular activities, promoting physical health, social interaction, and active community involvement.
Scope
Teaching and learning teams at Lower Plenty Primary School work collaboratively across all year levels to ensure consistent scope, sequence, and curriculum coverage throughout the school. These teams are responsible for the core curriculum development and delivery in literacy, numeracy, and integrated studies, including history, design technology, sustainability, and digital technologies. 
Specialist programs from Foundation to Year 6 are provided for Physical Education, Visual and Performing Arts, Science, Digital Technologies and Italian Language. 
Supportive curriculum initiatives include Literacy and Numeracy Support and Extension, alongside the Writing to Read program and Montessori-based interventions.
A structured approach to curriculum planning has been developed to ensure a shared vision, common documentation, and a cohesive understanding of the whole-school curriculum by staff and the community.
POLICY
· Early Years Class Sizes: Lower Plenty Primary School aims to maintain small class sizes in the Early Years (Foundation to Year 2) to support individualized learning and development, in accordance with Departmental guidelines. This approach aligns with Montessori principles, providing young learners with more opportunities for exploration and one-on-one guidance.
· Optimal Class Structure: Classes are structured to optimize available learning spaces and staffing, ensuring that each classroom supports an appropriate teacher-student ratio. This allows for an environment that promotes independence and self-directed learning, characteristic of Montessori education.
· Collaboration with Early Childhood Providers: When grouping children for Foundation classes, advice is sought from local early childhood education providers. This ensures that children transition smoothly into the school community and that class groupings reflect each child’s social, emotional, and academic needs.
· Flexible Class Groupings: Decisions regarding composite classes, single-year level classes, and mixed-ability groups are made based on the best interests of the children and the school community. Each decision is guided by Montessori principles, considering what will provide the most supportive and enriching environment for each student.
· Holistic Considerations for Class Placement: The class placement process includes careful consideration of written parent input, student friendship choices, and feedback from current teachers. This holistic approach ensures balanced class groupings that take into account each child’s academic, social, and emotional development, as well as a balance of abilities and behavioural attributes.
· Parent Submissions: Parents are invited to submit written requests regarding their child’s educational needs, addressed to the School Principal. These submissions are considered confidential and are reviewed with the goal of creating optimal learning environments for all students. Submissions are accepted during Term 4 each year, with the due date communicated in the school newsletter. Requests will not be accepted after the published due date.
· Teacher Requests: Specific requests for particular teachers will not be considered, as the focus is on creating class environments that best support the holistic needs of each student.
· Final Decisions: The Principal is responsible for making final decisions regarding class structures and placements, considering all available information and in alignment with the Montessori philosophy of fostering independent and well-rounded learners.
· Communication of Changes: In the event that a grade allocation changes during the holiday period, every effort will be made to notify affected families as soon as possible, ensuring transparency and clear communication with the school community.

	Curriculum Area
	Description
	Expected Time Allocation

	English
	English learning integrates Montessori’s self-paced learning, focusing on reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Activities include phonetic awareness, grammar exploration, creative writing, and research skills development. Literacy learning is embedded across other curriculum areas to promote comprehensive language skills.
	F to Year 2: 405 minutes/week 
Years 3/4: 330 minutes/week 
Years 5/6: 300 minutes/week

	Mathematics
	Mathematics is taught using concrete Montessori materials to explore concepts such as number sense, algebra, geometry, and measurement. This hands-on approach nurtures a deep understanding of mathematical relationships, reasoning, and problem-solving skills.
	F to Year 2: 270 minutes/week 
Years 3/4: 270 minutes/week 
Years 5/6: 240 minutes/week

	Science
	Students engage in inquiry-based learning, utilizing experiments and observation to explore biology, chemistry, physics, and earth sciences. This fosters critical thinking and aligns with Montessori’s emphasis on hands-on, experiential learning.
	F to Year 2: 60 minutes/week 
Years 3/4: 100 minutes/week 
Years 5/6: 100 minutes/week

	Humanities (History & Geography)
	Emphasis is placed on understanding human history and geography through timelines, cultural studies, and cosmic education, which highlight interconnectedness and global citizenship.
	F to Year 2: 60 minutes/week 
Years 3/4: 60 minutes/week 
Years 5/6: 60 minutes/week

	Languages (Italian)
	Italian language and culture are taught using Montessori’s language acquisition approach, focusing on spoken and written communication as well as cultural immersion.
	20 minutes/week

	Physical Education & Health
	Physical development activities include motor skills, sports, and team-building exercises. Health education covers personal wellbeing, social skills, and emotional regulation, reinforcing Montessori’s holistic development principles.
	150 minutes/week (includes sport and health)

	Visual and Performing Arts
	Students engage in visual and performing arts to develop creativity, expression, and appreciation of cultural arts. Activities may include drawing, painting, music, drama, and dance.
	60 minutes/week (60 minutes each for Visual and Performing Arts – Semester 2)  

	Montessori Practical Life & Sensorial Education
	Practical Life activities (e.g., self-care, food preparation) and Sensorial exercises (e.g., color, shape, texture recognition) are foundational to Montessori, promoting fine motor skills, concentration, and cognitive development.
	Embedded across curriculum

	Technologies
	Integrates design and digital technologies to encourage problem-solving, ethical use of technology, and project-based learning, promoting 21st-century skills within a Montessori framework.
	60 Minutes/week

	The Capabilities
	Capabilities such as Critical Thinking, Ethical Capability, and Personal and Social Learning are developed through self-reflection, problem-solving, and ethical dilemmas in line with Montessori’s Peace Education.
	Embedded across curriculum

	Library Sessions
	Weekly library sessions support literacy development, fostering a love of reading, research skills, and exploration of a variety of genres.
	50 minutes/week

	Individualized Support Programs
	Programs like MultiLit, and High Abilities Extension address unique learner needs, fostering growth and mastery in a supportive Montessori-aligned environment.
	Based on student needs







REVIEW CYCLE
This policy was last updated on 10 October 2024 and is scheduled for review in October 2027.
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