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INFECTIOUS CONTROL
PURPOSE  
Lower Plenty Primary School OSHC aims to prevent the spread of infectious diseases through appropriate hygiene, cleaning, exclusion and notification procedures while respecting each person’s privacy and dignity. Children and staff who are unwell or subject to an applicable exclusion requirement must not attend until it is safe to return.
· Infectious diseases include communicable and notifiable diseases. The service follows current Victorian Department of Health advice and the minimum exclusion periods in the Public Health and Wellbeing Regulations.
SCOPE  
This policy applies to children, families, staff, management and visitors of the OSHC Service.
IMPLEMENTATION  
Monitoring
The Coordinator will monitor current Victorian Department of Health infectious disease advice, including the Better Health Channel School Exclusion Table and the Blue Book, and communicate relevant updates to staff and families.
Reporting
· Parents/guardians must notify the Coordinator if their child has a diagnosed infectious disease or symptoms that may affect attendance, and follow the applicable exclusion advice.
· Children who are unwell or required to be excluded must not attend OSHC. The Coordinator will apply current Victorian exclusion requirements and public health advice, including any directions relating to outbreaks.
· Staff must advise the Coordinator if they have an infectious disease or symptoms that may affect their fitness to work and follow applicable exclusion requirements.
· The Coordinator will inform the Principal/Approved Provider of suspected outbreaks or notifiable conditions and seek advice from the Victorian Department of Health where required. Notifications to public health authorities and the Regulatory Authority will be made where legally required. Families will be informed of relevant exposure risks without identifying affected children.
· If a child becomes unwell at OSHC, staff will supervise and comfort them away from close contact with others where practicable, contact the family for prompt collection, and follow the Illness and Injury Policy. Symptoms may include:
· high fever
· vomiting 
· diarrhoea 
· rash or other symptoms suggesting infection.

Staff will use effective hand hygiene, respiratory etiquette, gloves where appropriate, and routine cleaning and disinfection of contaminated surfaces and shared equipment, in accordance with the Hygiene Policy.
The Coordinator will record relevant illness incidents, follow up cleaning and exclusion requirements, and consult public health advice if an outbreak is suspected.
A child or staff member may return when the relevant exclusion period has ended and they are well enough to participate, or as otherwise directed by public health authorities.
FURTHER INFORMATION AND RESOURCES  
· Victorian Department of Health – The Blue Book: Guidelines for the control of infectious diseases
· Victorian Department of Health – School Exclusion Table (current minimum exclusion periods)
· Education and Care Services National Regulations 77, 85–88, 168, 170–172; National Law sections 165, 167 and 174
· National Quality Standard – Quality Area 2; LPPS OSHC Hygiene and Illness and Injury Policies
REVIEW CYCLE AND EVALUATION
This policy was reviewed in October 2026 and is scheduled for review in October 2027, or earlier if requirements change.
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