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STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT TO THE SAFETY AND WELLBEING OF CHILDREN AND THE PROTECTION OF CHILDREN FROM HARM
PURPOSE  
Lower Plenty Primary School OSHC is committed to the safety, wellbeing and rights of every child in its care. We provide a child safe, inclusive environment where children are respected, listened to and protected from abuse, neglect and harm. Child safety is everyone’s responsibility.
SCOPE  
This policy applies to children, families, staff, management and visitors of the OSHC Service.
IMPLEMENTATION  
· The service, staff and management will provide a child safe and inclusive environment, follow the Child Safe Code of Conduct and respond promptly to any concerns raised by children or families.
· Recruitment, Working with Children Checks, induction and ongoing child protection training will help ensure suitable staff and volunteers work with children.
· Staff will identify and manage risks when setting up activities and environments, including online activities, to keep children safe.
· Children will be actively supervised at all times, with staffing and supervision adjusted to the activity, environment and children’s needs, to protect them from:
· physical injury,
· bullying, harassment or discrimination,
· abuse, neglect or other physical or non-physical harm,
whether caused by children, staff, families, visitors or others.
· Staff will avoid being alone with a child in an isolated area where practicable, while respecting children’s privacy, dignity and individual support needs.
· Staff will supervise all areas used by children, listen to their concerns and support their participation in decisions affecting them.
· Photographs and videos of children may only be taken, used or shared with appropriate authorisation and in accordance with the service’s child safe digital technology and images procedures. Personal devices must not be used to capture images of children.
· Staff and volunteers must hold the required clearances and promptly report suspected abuse or harm in accordance with the service’s reporting policies and Victorian child protection requirements.
FURTHER INFORMATION AND RESOURCES  
Education and Care Services National Law Act 2010 (Vic), sections 165, 166 and 167
Education and Care Services National Regulations, including regulations 84, 155, 156, 168 and 170
National Quality Standard: Quality Areas 2, 5 and 7
Victorian Child Safe Standards and Child Wellbeing and Safety Act 2005 (Vic)
ACECQA Child Safe Culture guidance; Victorian Department of Education PROTECT resources
REVIEW CYCLE AND EVALUATION
This policy was reviewed in October 2026 and is scheduled for review in October 2027, or earlier if requirements change.
image1.png
Primary Sh




